
 4-H Market Goat Project

T H E  B A S I C S

F A C I L I T I E S
At a minimum animals should have a well-ventilated
shelter to get out of the elements and a fenced area with
approximately 20 square feet per animal. Fence height
should be at least 42 inches tall and should be predator
proof. Additionally, considerations for electricity, water,
flooring, drainage, and waste disposal should be made. 

Market goats are typically 10-14 months old at the time
of show. Determining which show the animal will be
shown at is critical to determining when the animal
should be purchased. Common examples are:

                           Suggested 
Show                                                      Purchase Dates

WCJLS, LVJLS, Spring Major Shows.................. April- June
Fall Major Shows....................................................... Jan.- March

Note: All animals MUST be purchased/owned by Validation
deadlines. 

P U R C H A S I N G  A N I M A L S . . . .  W H E N

P R O J E C T  L E N G T H
The market goat project is approximately 8 months long
but can be longer depending on factors such as age of
the lamb, date of the show, etc. 

8 months

C O S T
The average total cost of the market goat project is
$3,000 per animal. This includes purchase price, feed
costs, supplies, veterinary care, show entries, etc. First
time members should also consider costs of facilities and
other one-time purchases. 

$3,000.00

T I M E  C O M M I T M E N T
Expect to spend 2-3 hours in the barn everyday. Animals
need to be fed and have waters checked at least twice a
day and should be walked/exercised and practiced with
at least once a day. 

2-3 hrs/day

B E G I N N E R
This is a great project for beginners,
though special considerations for
facilities and equipment should be
made when first starting. 



 (830) 393-7357
1420 3rd Street, Suite 300
Floresville, TX 78114

W I L S O N  C O U N T Y  A G R L I L I F E  E X T E N S I O N

E X P E R T  T I P S

For more information about the Texas 4-H Goat project, visit: 
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/goat/

V A L I D A T I O N
Market goats are required to be state validated for 
 Wilson County Junior Livestock Show, La Vernia Junior
Livestock Show, and all major livestock shows. Tags are
purchased in late summer and validation is in October*.
(*Requirements differ for State Fair and Heart o' Texas.)

K N O W  Y O U R  S H O W
Knowing which show(s) you plan to show at and the rules
and regulations of those shows will be critical to the
success of your market lamb project. Show dates,
whether of not the show is terminal, and how many
animals can be shown are all major factors to consider at
the beginning of the project. 

Feeding will begin with a high protein, low fat feed then
gradually switch to a low protein, higher fat feed. Be
aware of calcium to phosphorus ratios in goat rations. 

F E E D I N G

H E A L T H  C A R E
The best veterinary care is preventative care. Start by
building a working relationship with your local
veterinarian. Work with them to determine proper
vaccinations and de-worming protocols. 

P U R C H A S I N G  A N I M A L S . . .  W H E R E
Market goats can be purchased anywhere, both in or out

of state, in person, at auctions, or online. Look for

reputable producers with whom you can develop a good

working relationship. A list of producers in Texas can be

found at the Texas Youth Livestock website, however,

there are many more in Texas.

https://texasyouthlivestock.com/livestock-connection/

https://texasyouthlivestock.com/goat/
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/livestock-connection/

